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Yesterday, I went somewhere that a bunch of you have been, 
and most of you have not, but I went in the name of all of us.  

Yesterday, I went to Masjid Al Salaam up on New York Ave., the part that’s north of 580. 
I went because I’ve been meditating on the readings for today all week, 

and two particular passages stood out with such clarity 
that they felt like very clear instruction as to how I should put feet on my faith. 

The first passage is the one from Isaiah: comfort all who mourn. 
The second was from Romans: cry with those who are crying. 

Consider everyone as an equal, and don’t think you’re better than anyone else.  
So I went to the mosque with the message that I, that WE,  

are heartbroken by yet another incident of tribal warfare. 
This time the vindictive killing was by a member of MY tribe,  

the tribe of white people, against the tribe of Muslim people. 
Tribal warfare has been going on for thousands upon thousands of years.  

There are plenty of stories of it in the Bible.  
I looked at the very first murder recorded in our spiritual history,  

the decision of Cain, the first of the tribe of farmers,  
to kill his brother Abel, the first of the tribe of shepherds. 

The enmity between ranchers and farmers is so ancient and famous 
it made it into a Broadway musical, Oklahoma. 

It says that Cain was hot with anger at Abel, he was resentful,  
and evidently the only possible solution was for brother to kill brother. 

Negative human emotions fuel an anger that blinds us to the humanity of others, 
to the reality of the suffering that real human beings endure when someone dies. 

It’s so easy to hate a label, but behind that label is a person, 
a mother, a father, a little child, a brother, a sister, a husband, a wife, 

whose absence will leave a hole in someone’s heart. 
Whatever you think of New Zealand’s action to outlaw certain kinds of guns, 

Cain didn’t need a gun to kill Abel. All he needed was jealousy, anger, 
and the decision to try to eliminate his problem through violence.  

The kind of weapon he used isn’t recorded in the Bible,  
but it’s still today’s headlines from an ancient book. 

Jealousy, envy, covetousness, greed, revenge, bitterness, all those snakelike emotions  
that are the opposite of what Jesus taught and Paul advocates, 

fuel an anger could be the very end of humanity if we keep on thinking  
that eliminating those who belong to another tribe will make the world a better place for us. 

We are so indoctrinated with the US versus THEM values of tribalism  
that people wonder what in the world Jesus was talking about 

when he says Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me. 
What on earth can THAT mean? 
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What it means is that those who would be renewed, made a new Creation, 
need to reject a worldview where the tribe we belong to is better than others, 

that we can use, oppress, kill, or just simply ignore people in other tribes 
if they get in the way of what we want. 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist sends a message asking Jesus if he is the ONE, 
the Messiah coming in the name of the Lord to restore Zion, 

the King who shall rule all others, from sea to sea and shore to shore, as the psalm exults. 
Why does John ask? Because Jesus isn’t doing what John expected him to do. 

Jesus isn’t amassing an army to challenge the occupying Romans, 
he isn’t wreaking fiery judgment against the infidels. 

In fact, Jesus never talks about the Roman Empire even one time, good or bad. 
This is utterly incomprehensible to a Jew waiting for the tribal Messiah 

that the ancient prophets seemed to promise – even Isaiah talks that way. 
This Jewish Messiah is supposed to crush all foreign powers 

and re-establish the throne and kingdom of David, Israel’s ideal ruler. 
John had been convinced that Jesus was this Messiah,  

but his actions don’t match the expectations of the members of his tribe. 
So, from prison, John sends a message: Are you the one who is to come?  

or should we look for another? 
Jesus answers, not with a 6-point battle plan to sit triumphantly on the throne of Israel, 

but a 6-point mission plan to bring healing, life and hope to all – 
including Roman soldiers, foreign women and children, prisoners, and the poor. 

To a First Century Jew, this mission plan was not just perplexing, it was wrong, and must be stopped. 
Maybe John never went so far as to try to stop Jesus (after all, he was in prison), 

but others stumbled and fell over Jesus to stop his mission. 
Judas the Betrayer stumbled in his greed, valuing money for himself over Jesus’ ministry to all; 

the chief priests fell in their willingness to kill a member of their own Tribe  
in order to maintain control of the Jewish religion, 

and the Roman prefect, Pontious Pilate, slid into an infamy we still recite in our Creeds 
as he squashed Jesus with the points of his soldiers’ nails and spears. 

Jesus was stopped by people of different tribes,  
but each person made the decision to act out of a negative emotion, 

brother against brother, human against human, same as it ever was. 
We’re even taught that it’s normal to be this way. 

Every human culture around the world defends violence as justifiable and right,  
as long as the right tribe is wielding it. 

The only argument is which tribe is the right tribe. 
We’ve been trying to settle that argument for over 10,000 years. 

But Jesus does not teach us how to figure out which tribe is the right tribe. 
Jesus taught something much harder than tribal loyalty and preservation; 

Jesus taught compassion for enemies and grace for those who hurt us. 
In the letter from Romans, Paul sets this out in the clearest of terms,  

and we’re no more likely to feel comfortable with this teaching now 
than the people in the First Century were. 

The attitude is not realistic. The teaching is self-destructive. Acting like that is just not normal.  
We’re just like John: Is Jesus the One from God, or should we look for another? 

So often, we try to have it both ways: we say our faith is in Jesus; 
but as soon as our human tribe is threatened, we bring out our usual weapons: 

raining down curses, cementing our privileged status, and exacting revenge. 
So, where’s our faith, really? 
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Lent is the time when we pause to take stock on where our loyalties actually lie. 
First, we embarked on our RenewalWorks endeavor. 

Then on Ash Wednesday we prayed for a new beginning,  
for God to create in us a clean heart and renew a right spirit in us, 

Remember, a “right” spirit is one that is steadfast in the storm,  
that stands its ground, centered in God’s ways, when there’s trouble.  

The First Sunday of Lent, we considered what Renewal is, and I gave the “Stewardship Salad” sermon.  
I asked that we all tithe not only our treasure 

(Thank you for your pledges! We are off to the strongest start in years!) 
but also to tithe our time. 

The Second Sunday of Lent, Cindy asked us to consider who we want to become, 
that our past isn’t the end; God can and will renew anyone and everyone. 

This is the Third Sunday of Lent, and I want to challenge us to put feet on our faith,  
to do the works of a renewed spirit.  

It’s time to look anew at the Litany of Lenten Pilgrimage we prayed on Ash Wednesday. 
There’s a reprint from that day’s bulletin. Each prayer is grounded in the teachings of the Gospel. 

Each prayer concerns the works of renewal,  
the renewal God accomplishes that will alter and change our lives, 

and make us a new creation that is steadfast in the storms of life,  
able to stand our ground, centered in God’s ways, when we’re in trouble, 

when the vicious tribalism that our culture thinks is normal 
expects us to hurl curses, claim a higher status, and exact revenge. 

I’m going to highlight just a few of the petitions:  
 
THE EXHORTATION 

P Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with the divine, to love all 
humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, 
and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Our sin grieves our 
Father, who does not desire us to come under his condemnation, but have abundant life. As 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to make our priorities and purposes those of loving God, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves, and loving life on this planet in all its richness and diversity. 
Honesty, fasting, prayer, study and good works are tools we are given for the work of fostering our 
spiritual growth and revitalizing our discipleship. With the promise of the power of the Holy Spirit 
accompanying us in this Lenten journey, I invite you now to take the first steps towards Easter joy. 
To begin our pilgrimage, we admit the failures of our past and commit to the challenge of renewing 
of our faith, beginning with a time of silence for reflection and preparation. 

 
LITANY OF LENTEN PILGRIMAGE 

Please kneel, stand or sit, as you choose. 
 

P Let us pray . . . Most holy and merciful God: 

a We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven 
and on earth, that we have not yet fully learned how to follow Christ in our own day and 
place and way. In this pilgrimage of Lent, we seek not only sooty ashes, but revealing light; 
not only sincere regret, but energizing purpose. Your Holy Spirit drove Jesus into the 
wilderness where, in the face of choices and temptations, he crystallized his mission of 
proclaiming your Reign with his life. Let your Spirit inspire us to follow him, to discern how 
we each can live and love as Christ taught, so we may fulfill the mission you have prepared 
for each one of us. 
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P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us the strength to follow Christ with all that we are, and all 
that we have. 

C Renew us so that we love you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength, loving our 
neighbors as ourselves, and forgiving others, as we have been forgiven. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and help us to empty ourselves of remorse and regret. 

C Renew us so that, being true to the mind of Christ, we serve others as Christ served us and 
do what is pleasing to your Holy Spirit. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us an awareness of how our faith can and should affect 
every moment and aspect of our lives. 

C Renew us so that we are humble, patient, and act with integrity, using the values and 
promises of the Reign of God as the foundation of every decision, action or abstention. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and make us faithful stewards of our resources. 

C Renew us so that we satisfy our appetites and desires in ways that honor our own bodies, 
your creation, and the lives of others. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us the vision and imagination we need to see the 
difference we can make in the world for your sake. 

C Renew us so that we claim the gifts you have given us, are grateful for whatever we are 
able to accomplish, and rejoice when others receive abundance. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us the grace to enjoy life in ways that honor you. 

C Renew us so that we enjoy worldly goods and comforts in moderation, and are honest in 
our daily life and work. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us the courage to find ways to tell our stories of your 
presence in our lives. 

C Renew us so that we give our hearts fully in prayer and worship, and commend to others 
the faith that is in us. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and give us the eyes of the prophets, who learned to see how you 
created the world to be in the first place, without human sin devastating it. 

C Renew us so that we do not flinch from seeing the human need and suffering around us, 
and are courageous agents of justice and compassion. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and strengthen us to love our enemies and serve those who make 
us uncomfortable. 

C Renew us so that we regard others as equal to ourselves, think charitably toward our 
neighbors, and seek to understand and appreciate those who differ from us. 

P Have mercy on our past sins, and grant us the wisdom to understand the impact of our actions on 
our children’s children’s children. 

C Renew us so that we conserve and heal your creation for the sake of those who come after us. 

P Let your grace restore us, good Lord, and let your Spirit inspire us; 

C Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

P Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

C That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

P By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

C Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
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Here is my challenge to you.  
As I’ve said so many times, we get more of whatever it is we pay attention to. 

What would the results be if we spend as much time on God’s mission plan 
as on the tribal battle plans that surround us? 

The challenge is this: for every minute we spend on purely cultural influences, 
time in front of the TV, scrolling Facebook, listening to NPR or Fox, 

reading the Tampa Bay Times or The Wall Street Journal, 
whatever sources of cultural indoctrination and propaganda we choose to let into our life,  

spend an equal amount of time focusing on God’s mission plan. 
I suspect a good number of us will be shocked at how much time we spend absorbing messages 

that boil down to US versus THEM,  
messages that tell us that our highest and best use is as a consumer.  

Do you think that’s what God is saying to us? That this is God’s mission for creation? 
You’ll need to be intentional making time for God’s mission plans, 

and for putting feet on your faith by DOING what you pray for in these petitions. 
Spending time in prayer, in reading, in God’s Word. 
Daring to ask yourself if you’ve been utterly honest in everything you do. 
Appreciating the beauty of God’s Creation by walking in it, caring for it. 
Blessing others, being compassionate, respecting the dignity of every human. 

When we make the time to put feet on our faith, the Spirit leads us into God’s light, 
and teaches us to live so that all our deeds reflect God’s love. 

When we put feet on our faith, we can stand our ground when we’re in trouble, 
be steadfast in the storms of life, and be happy in our hope in God’s mission, 

in the day of the Lord when there is only one tribe, with one God and Father of us all.  

************************************************************************************************** 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the 

hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

ISAIAH 61:1–4 
The Lord God’s spirit is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim release for captives, and liberation for prisoners, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor and a day of vindication for our God, to comfort all who mourn, to provide for Zion’s mourners, to give them 
a crown in place of ashes, oil of joy in place of mourning, a mantle of praise in place of discouragement. They will be 
called Oaks of Righteousness, planted by the Lord to glorify himself. They will rebuild the ancient ruins; they will restore 
formerly deserted places; they will renew ruined cities, places deserted in generations past. 

 

PSALM 72:1-8 
Give the King your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the King’s son; 
That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice. 
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the little hills bring righteousness. 
He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 
ROMANS 12:9–18 

Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. Love each other like the 
members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to each other. Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire 
in the Spirit as you serve the Lord! Be happy in your hope, stand your ground when you’re in trouble, and devote 
yourselves to prayer. Contribute to the needs of God’s people, and welcome strangers into your home. Bless 
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people who harass you—bless and don’t curse them. Be happy with those who are happy, and cry with those who 
are crying. Consider everyone as equal, and don’t think that you’re better than anyone else. Instead, associate with 
people who have no status. Don’t think that you’re so smart. Don’t pay back anyone for their evil actions with evil 
actions, but show respect for what everyone else believes is good.  

If possible, to the best of your ability, live at peace with all people. 
 

MATTHEW 11:1–6 
When Jesus finished teaching his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.  
Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he sent word by his disciples to Jesus, 

asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”  
Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those 

who were crippled are walking. People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those 
who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them. Happy are those who don’t stumble 
and fall because of me.” 

 

SERMON HYMN: Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 

BLESSING: God give you open ears that the Word may revive you; an open mind that the Spirit may refresh you, 
and an open heart that Love may renew you, and the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always.  


