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This “Service of Light” is a culmination of the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany in the format of
“Lessons and Songs.” Each reading is followed by a reflection by either the Rev. Becky Robbins-
Penniman or the Rev. Dcn. Cindy Roehl, and then a choir anthem or a song.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of
Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son who renewed our humanity so that we may
share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

THE LIGHT OF CREATION: GENESIS 1:1-5, 14-18

When God began to create the heavens and the earth— the earth was without shape or form, it was dark
over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters— God said, “Let there be light.” And so light
appeared. God saw how good the light was. God separated the light from the darkness. God named the light
Day and the darkness Night. There was evening and there was morning: the first day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will mark
events, sacred seasons, days, and years. They will be lights in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth.”
And that’s what happened. God made the stars and two great lights: the larger light to rule over the day and
the smaller light to rule over the night. God put them in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth, to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was.

REFLECTION [Becky Robbins-Penniman]
One of the reasons that smart, educated people scoff at the Bible
is because of stories like this one in Genesis
where God separates light from darkness on the first day,
but the sun, moon and stars aren’t created until the fourth day.
“Pfffft,” says science. Light is radiation! It has to come from some reaction.
No fission, no fusion, no chemical reaction, means no energy,
which means no light. So much for your Bible stories!”
Science is great at many things, but not everything that’s real
can be seen, felt, heard, smelled, tasted or measured.
Where is the spectrometer that can quantify the glow of a couple in love?
Is there a laboratory that can tell us just how much the room brightens
when someone’s face lights up with a smile?
How could we possible measure the light in a young child’s eyes
on Christmas morning?
Or the moment we discover a truth that enlightens us?
As astonishing as the wonders of the cosmos are,
the light of Creation isn’t about what radiates upon us
from the greater and lesser lights that surround our blue marble in space
or even the ones that shine in our homes or light up the road while we drive.
The light of God is the love, hope, will and joy of a master artist

Today’s Collect and Scripture readings are at the end of the sermon text.
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who is creating everything right through this very moment, and calls it GOOD.
This light comes before anything takes form, not after; it is our very essence.
All of Creation, you, and I, are positively stuffed with the light of God.

SoNG [Choir]  God Is the Light N. Telfer

God is the light at the first break of day; God is the morning Sun. Gently it wakens our slumbering
souls With the expectation of the day to come. God is the blazing light at noon; God is the sun at mid-day.
Brighter, more beautiful than the heavenly throne, It banishes the shadows and illumines the Way. God
is the glow in the late afternoon, The soft, golden filter of the sun, Kind and forgiving, a comfort to the eyes,
Glowing like the amber in a crown for the Holy One.

THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY: ISAIAH 58:1-10

Shout loudly; don’t hold back; raise your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their crime, to the
house of Jacob their sins. They seek me day after day, desiring knowledge of my ways like a nation that
acted righteously, that didn’t abandon their God. They ask me for righteous judgments, wanting to be close
to God.

“‘Why do we fast and you don'’t see; why afflict ourselves and you don'’t notice?” Yet on your fast day you
do whatever you want, and oppress all your workers. You quarrel and brawl, and then you fast; you hit each
other violently with your fists. You shouldn’t fast as you are doing today if you want to make your voice heard
on high.

Is this the kind of fast | choose, a day of self-affliction, of bending one’s head like a reed and of lying down
in mourning clothing and ashes? Is this what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?

Isn’t this the fast | choose: releasing wicked restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, setting free the
mistreated, and breaking every yoke? Isn'’t it sharing your bread with the hungry and bringing the homeless
poor into your house, covering the naked when you see them, and not hiding from your own family?

Then your light will break out like the dawn, and you will be healed quickly. Your own righteousness will
walk before you, and the Lord’s glory will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you
will cry for help, and God will say, “I'm here.” If you remove the yoke from among you, the finger-pointing, the
wicked speech; if you open your heart to the hungry, and provide abundantly for those who are afflicted, your
light will shine in the darkness, and your gloom will be like the noon.

REFLECTION [Cindy Roehl]

Transfiguration - is about Grace and its effect on our lives.

This scripture that we just heard reveals a very important truth about our relationship with God.
We could receive these words as a commandment that we must do the right thing in order to
please God. That we must say the right words to ‘woo’ God into thinking that we’re wonderful,
smart, and loveable.

Yet if we are really paying attention to the words we prayed at the beginning of the service, we
will note something wonderful. The Collect for Purity this morning says, “Almighty God, to you all
hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid”. Then we ask Him to
“Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We come to him, the one who already knows us, to cleanse our hearts. Our actions, good or
bad, does not sway Him. He knows us, deeply. We can’t pull something over on Him. And we
don’t have to.

We can work hard for social justice, feed the poor and clothe the naked. These are excellent
actions to greatly help those in need, but God looks at more than our actions. He sees our heatrt.

When we look at Jesus, the very embodiment of mission, and see how he is depicted in
scripture, all four gospels record his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. Matthew,
Mark, and Luke each contain, with some slight variation, a voice from heaven saying, “You are my
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Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). Have you noticed that in each gospel
this happens before the ministry of Jesus? No gospel says, “Good work, my Son — now you are
my Beloved!” or “You are my Beloved Son — now get to work!” Jesus’ being beloved of God does
not depend on his having accomplished anything. And there are no orders to get to work in order
to justify or earn this status.

The words spoken to the Beloved Son at the Jordan River are spoken to us individually: We
are God’s beloved. He loves each and every one of us — just as we are, no exceptions!

Jesus does, indeed, come to a sense of mission, but only after absorbing the reality of God’s
love for Him and in Him.

Our being beloved of God has not been conditional, either on what we’ve already
accomplished, or on what we might do in the future. It simply is. We are invited to explore, to
absorb, to embrace, and to rejoice in the truth of who we are as beloved children of God.

Then, without the fear of losing His love we can set the oppressed free, feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, provide the poor wanderer with shelter, in God’s love. And as Isaiah says,

Then your light will break forth like the dawn,

and your healing will quickly appear;

then your righteousness will go before you,

and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard...

... then your light will rise in the darkness,

and your night will become like the noonday.

These are prophetic words that you can depend on.

SoNG  Comel Livein the Light!

THE LIGHT OF ANTICIPATION: JOHN 1:1-10

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. The Word was with
God in the beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and without the Word nothing came into
being. What came into being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.

A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so that
through him everyone would believe in the light. He himself wasn'’t the light, but his mission was to testify
concerning the light.

The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world. The light was in the world, and the world
came into being through the light, but the world didn’t recognize the light.

REFLECTION [Becky Robbins-Penniman]
Why do we get up in the morning? Why do we even get out of bed?
Since humans learned to write a few thousand years ago,
our history has focused on empires rising and falling,
on wars and whose way of doing things will reign supreme.
Our more current history of technological advances
has promised humanity a world without hunger, fear, or exhausting labor,
but each advance seems to come with unintended, fearsome consequences.
The Doomsday Clock! has been at 2 minutes to midnight for years.
This sense of doom is called despair; it's the darkness of the soul
that has no more to do with physics than the light of God does.
The antidote to despair is hope. In who or what are we to hope?
Our hope is in the light of a God who is still creating us and calling it good.

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doomsday_Clock
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Ironically, only humans who've been taught to recognize this light can see it.
We must be taught to see the light of God in the world, to look for God.
But we have to look for the right signs of God’s presence.
God doesn’t follow humanity’s rules about greatness, glory and freedom.
The greatness of God isn’t found in an empire’s huge army;
but hearts that forgive the hurts we absorb from each other.
The glory of God isn’t found in hoards of treasures we acquire for ourselves,
but how much of ourselves we can give to help a neighbor.
The freedom of God isn’t expressed by our ability to do only what we want,
no matter how it might impact another,
but in how completely we have become who God created us to be,
which is to be a unique incarnation of the divine light in the world.
Yes, you. But God wouldn’t ask us to do anything God wouldn’t do first.
So, what would the perfect incarnation of God’s light be like?

SoNG [Choir] Jesus, the Light of the World  A. Thomas
Refrain: We'll walk in the light, beautiful light. Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world.
Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the light of the world. Glory to the newborn King, Jesus,
the light of the world. [Refrain]
Joyful, all you nations, rise. Jesus, the light of the world. Join the triumph of the skies. Jesus, the
light of the world. [Refrain]
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Jesus, the light of the world. Christ, the everlasting Lord,;
Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain]
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Jesus, the light of the world. Hail, the Sun of
Righteousness! Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain]

THE LIGHT OF INCARNATION: MATTHEW 2:1-2, 9-11

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi came from
the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We've seen his star in the east,
and we’ve come to honor him.”

When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They
entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then
they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

ReFLECTION [Cindy Roehl]

What caused these “wise men” to travel the distance they travelled to look for this child? Was it
just to see where this star was leading them?

They travelled the distance and showed reverential honor to this child because they knew who
he was. They knew they were seeing the Incarnation of God. God was made flesh in this child
Jesus, who they knew from scripture was to be King of the Jews.

The word "incarnation” means to be made, or to become, flesh; thus, the Lord Jesus is
referred to by many as “The Incarnate Word™.

What does all this mean, and how is this so important to me?

To help explain this, | will share about a father who was putting his four-year-old son to bed.
Having finished prayers, stories, and all the little bedtime things, he kissed his son and turned the
light off. His son started sobbing, "Don’t leave me. I'm scared and don’t want to stay here alone."
The father tried to encourage the little boy by reminding him of God’s presence and reminding
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him that they had had devotions. The little boy said, "But | want somebody with skin on." This is
the great message of the Incarnation! Jesus came in flesh!

God did not come to us as a mighty and royal king equipped to free His chosen from the
oppressive power of Rome. But through the incarnation God entered into our flesh as a baby
born to unwed peasants on the “wrong side of the tracks.” He entered into our condition, grew up
and lived among us to show that the Way of God was not one of brute force and might, but one of

gentle servitude.
-Br. Jim Woodrum, SSJE

Stephen Brown? wrote, | believe God entered time and space to make a nonverbal statement.
He didn’t come to keep us from suffering; He came to suffer as we must suffer. He didn’t come
just to keep us from being afraid; He came to be afraid as we are afraid. He didn’t come just to
keep us from dying; He came to die as we must die. He didn’t come to keep us from being
tempted; He came to be tempted as we are tempted.

Author Dorothy Sayers? put it this way: [God] can exact nothing from man that He has not
exacted from Himself. He has Himself gone through the whole of human experience, from the
trivial irritations of family life and the cramping restrictions of hard work and lack of money to the
worst horrors of pain and humiliation, defeat, despair, and death. When He was a man, He played
the man. He was born in poverty and died in disgrace and thought it well worthwhile.

The incarnation of Jesus Christ is the irrefutable proof that God will do anything to draw near to
us. The doctrine of the Incarnation assures us that we have a God who can understand our every
need and has the power to meet us in our deepest needs.

No wonder He is known as the light of the world.

SonG Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

THE LIGHT OF TRANSFIGURATION: LUKE 9:28-35

About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, John, and James, and went up on a
mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes flashed white like
lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, were talking with him. They were clothed with heavenly splendor and
spoke about Jesus’ departure, which he would achieve in Jerusalem. Peter and those with him were almost
overcome by sleep, but they managed to stay awake and saw his glory as well as the two men with him.

As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it's good that we’re here. We
should construct three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—but he didn’t know what he
was saying. Peter was still speaking when a cloud overshadowed them. As they entered the cloud, they were
overcome with awe. Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my chosen one. Listen to him!”

REFLECTION [Becky Robbins-Penniman]
Just before this story, eight days before, Jesus asked his disciples,
“‘Who do you say | am?” and Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Messiah of God.”
Immediately Jesus tells his disciples he must depart for Jerusalem
to suffer, to be rejected by his religious leaders, to be killed,
and then to rise in 3 days.
He tells them that his followers must do the same, be willing to give their lives.
Then he makes a remarkable claim: some of those disciples
will see the Kingdom of Heaven before they die.
And eight days later, three of those disciples do, they see the Kingdom of Heaven.
The veil between our concrete temporal reality and the Kingdom of Heaven,

2 If God is In Charge, p. 26
3 Qur Daily Bread, May 5, 2006
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which is actually never very thick, but usually opaque, opens so they can see.
In one brilliant moment they encounter the entire story of God in Creation
They see the light of God, the light that comes not from sun or stars,
but from God’s very being, shining like lightning;
the same light that we called a star at Christmas,
but a light that behaved like no fiery ball of gas ever acted.
They see the author of Israel’s Law, Moses, and Israel’s mighty Prophet, Elijah,
enveloped in God’s splendor, talking about Jesus’ departure to Jerusalem,
the exodus to fulfill the promise of God to humanity: freedom!
But this time, it wasn’t Egyptians who would die, but God himself.
Finally, the disciples hear the affirmation given to Jesus at his baptism,
that he is the chosen Son, indeed, God with skin on.
The time for listening to laws and prophets is completed:
now, now, Heaven says, we are to listen to him.
The veil gently closes; our reality is the same yet somehow changed forever.
What happens next?
Does Jesus stay on the mountain and beg for another visit home to glory?
No. He walks down the mountain, into the nitty gritty struggles of humanity,
to the world of violent empires and greed and fear.
He goes to transform this world with heavenly light, exposing the futility
of our hateful, violent, selfish attempts to control each other.
He teaches us, not with words but action,
what love and peace and hope and freedom look like
in the life of a man, in the life of God.
And the voice still calls from Heaven to each of us today: LISTEN TO HIM.

SONG [Choir] Rise, Shine D.Wood

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered our human story; God in him is centered. He comes
to us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded. See how he sends the powers of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are
forgiven. Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, your songs and prayers against the darkness
hurling. To all the world go out and tell the story of Jesus’ glory. Tell how the Father sent the Son to save
us. Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. Tell how the Spirit calls from every nation God’s new
creation.

THE LIGHT OF BLESSING: LUKE 8:16-21

[Jesus said,] “No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a bowl or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put
it on top of a lampstand so that those who enter can see the light. Nothing is hidden that won'’t be exposed.
Nor is anything concealed that won’t be made known and brought to the light. Therefore, listen carefully.
Those who have will receive more, but as for those who don’t have, even what they seem to have will be
taken away from them.”

Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him but were unable to reach him because of the crowd. Someone
told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.”

He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who listen to God’s word and do it.”

ReFLECTION [Cindy Roehl]

We’ve had several reflections this morning. All providing such richness to our faith and
experience. All surrounding light. God’s light, of Creation, of Prophecy, of Anticipation, Light of
Incarnation, Transfiguration, and now of Blessing.

So, how can we culminate all of this into His light of Blessing?
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Luke shares how Jesus was telling how we would use a lamp, by placing it on a stand so that
the room is lit, and those in the room can see. He says, “For there is nothing hidden that will not
be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.”

Then the very next words are: Therefore consider carefully how you listen.

Consider carefully how you listen? What does seeing with a lamp have to do with being careful
how you listen?

And then three verses later he says, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word
and put it into practice.”

We are encouraged to “hear God’s word and put it into practice.” How can we best do that?

First, let’s think on that first part. Hear God’s word. Hear. Listen to. God’s word.

In his work “On the Incarnation”, the church father Athanasius wrote these words about Jesus,
to describe one aspect of his cosmic purpose and mission. He wrote:

He came to center our senses in himself.

It's a simple and memorable phrase, with a pleasing, rhythmic consonance in English. After
reading this | began repeating it over and over.

He came to center our senses in himself.

We know that Jesus is the light of the world. His light for seeing, His word for hearing. We are
to hear God’s word and put it into practice.

What Word of God are you hearing this morning? He created you, He loves you, He promises
to give you light in a dark world, He assures us that we have a God who can understand our
every need and has the power to meet us in our deepest needs.

In the monastic liturgy of the Society of Saint John the Evangelist, in the Eucharist Prayer, as
the bread and wine are lifted high, you would hear the words from behind the altar:

Behold what you are; may we become what we receive.

May we experience the light of His Blessing as we continue our service this morning.

SONG  We Are Marching in the Light of God

BLESSING: Beloved, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who
travel with us, so be quick to love and make haste to be kind. As you leave this place, the blessing of
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you, now and
forever. Amen.



