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Last time I spoke with you, I implored you to get up! go do some frolicking  
because the nature of our Triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  

begins with Wisdom, and the Divine Wisdom  
is that the origin and destiny of God’s entire Creation is delight, joy, hope and frolicking. 

Yikes! in today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus’ seems demanding and downright cranky! 
He tells one person that wants to follow him that being a disciple 

means not even having a bed to call one’s own: it’s hard work,  
without the usual monetary rewards that let us have a home and comfort. 

He tells the next two people that if meeting cultural and family expectations 
come before loving God with all that they are and all that they have, 

then they aren’t yet ready to practice the radical love God’s reign is about. 
Notice that we do not know what choices the three “someones” actually made. 

Why not? Because Luke is drawing each of us into the story 
so each person who hears it is faced with asking ourselves what our choice is.  

We are thus confronted with the reality that being a Christian disciple isn’t something  
we can just “do” for 2 hours a week. It’s who and what we are, 24/7/365, inside and out. 

That’s what the story of Elijah and Elisha is all about.  
Elisha, a farm worker, wants to be Elijah’s disciple - he really does. 

What does Elisha the farmer do? He takes his oxen and his plow - the tools of his livelihood,  
without which he cannot do his farming – and he uses them to have a big neighborhood barbecue. 

By doing this, Elisha makes it clear that he’s all in – he can’t go back. 
He’s no longer a farmer, now he’s Elijah’s disciple. 

A disciple is something you are, or you aren’t, all the time, like being married. 
Being a disciple means learning and choosing to live in the values of the reign of God all the time:  

when we’re making business decisions, dealing with our families, opening our yaps to talk,  
electing our politicians, deciding what to watch on television, considering what to get upset about. 

Paul’s letter puts this in terms of choosing between slavery and freedom. 
When we are slaves to our bellies and egos, we are selfish;  

when we are free, we can love our neighbor as ourselves.  
Remember, our presiding bishop, Michael Curry, teaches that  

the best synonym for “sin” is “selfishness, and calls it  
a cancer that will destroy from within better than anything can destroy from without.1 

Both of these teachers – Paul and Michael Curry – are warning us about the cultural dogma  
that hasn’t changed a lick in 2,000 years: that we have the right to be winners, 

that being the winner means we get our own way,  
and winners get to impose their way on everyone else. 

Paul says the signs that we are following this cultural dogma of selfishness, 
are, among other things: hate, fighting, competitive opposition, conflict,  

and group rivalry, biting and devouring each other through mutual abuse,  
or, as James and John were ready to do: calling down fire from heaven  

on the Samaritans, ancient enemies of the Jews, to utterly consume them. 

                                                 
1 https://religionnews.com/2019/03/07/episcopal-presiding-bishop-michael-curry-preaches-on-

selflessness-at-baptist-church/ 
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The kind of savior this culture looks for is one that BLASTS sinners 
with armies, prisons, concentration camps, with weapons that call down fire from heaven. 

This kind of savior cares only for those on the savior’s team; 
everyone else is basically just human garbage that can be destroyed. 

Is this the Gospel of Christ? Gospel means, literally, “good news.”  
No! The good news of Christ is about abundant life, 

a life that comes to us when we live the values of the Kingdom of God. 
But, this good news isn’t a reward to those who are worthy or deserving,  

this good news is an invitation to all the world, to saints AND sinners. 
Rob Bell puts it this way: if the way we interpret the Gospel isn’t good news for nonbelievers,  

it’s not good news at all. Why? because when Jesus started out no one was a believer! 
He was surrounded by sinners, who called what he said to them “Good News.” 

The kind of savior a weary, war-torn, alienated, lonely humanity is looking for 
is one who BLESSES, who comes with healing, reconciliation, mercy, 

and freedom for everyone to be who they were created to be.  
This blessing doesn’t condone everything, it most certainly doesn’t teach “anything goes!” 

Paul’s letter makes that clear.  
This blessing comes with the goal and promise of making us fit for the Kingdom, 

free to love our neighbors as ourselves, even when our culture of winners wants to blast them. 
The Divine wisdom that is the origin and destiny of God’s entire Creation  

knows that true delight, joy, hope and frolicking come for those 
who choose to do what’s best for others even if it costs us dearly.  

In doing this we transform others, even the whole world not with blasting, but with blessing.  
There’s a story on Facebook by a plumber and tavern owner in Australia.2 

Tony Biggs is pretty rough around the edges, but he encountered someone who knows what it means  
to love a neighbor as oneself. Do either of them call themselves Christians? Who knows?  

But one of them had fruit of the Spirit at the start of the story; 
by the end, both had it. A post from February 7, 2014 

 
[Jesse] is a drifter who lives near the bridge in my area.  

He owns nothin’ but a bike, a bird and a bag of about 10 items! 
Yesterday, while I was riding my bike down around the beach –  

which is about [3 miles] from my house - I got a flat tyre.  
I had no choice but to turn around and wheel my bike the long walk home. 

A few people rode past and didn't really pay me any attention  
and I didn't expect them too, but as I started walking, headphones in my ears,  

I noticed the homeless guy from under the bridge saying something to me.  
At first I thought he was going to ask me for something  

so I popped my headphones out and asked him what he wanted?  
He then replied "I don't want anything bra but I've got a new tube in my bag  

and you can have it if ya want!"  
Shocked at first I said no thanks but he insisted.  

So I walked over to his little clearing where he had his things and his pet bird sat in a busted cage. 
He opened up his empty bag and gave me the tube (which was one of the very few things he had)  

helped me change the tyre, even pumped it up! I asked him how I could pay him back  
and he said to me "don't worry about it bra, this is what it's all about!" 

  

                                                 
2https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202547198137390&set=a.2667111873231&type=3&thea
ter&ifg=1 
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The enormity of his situation and the fact that he went out of his way to help me was so humbling,  
I mean this guy was willing to give me his stuff and didn't want anything in return.  

To you and I, a bike tube would probably not mean much  
but to a guy with so little this item must hold enormous value! 

I could go on and on about how selfless this guy was to give me,  
a total stranger clearly in a much better position than him, some of his possessions,  

while people like us are so selfishly attached to all our useless [stuff]. 
Anyway [I went back later and gave Jesse] new Versace lenses,  

some fresh Sneakers, a full belly and a cold beer...  
Felt good to do something for the bloke.  

I also went up to woollies [Woolworth’s Supermarket] and got him a couple weeks worth of food  
and some seed for his bird lol... 

Man he was ecstatic even had tears in his eyes and couldn't thank me enough,  
but amidst me sitting there proud of my good deed, and him singing me praises,  

I suddenly felt pretty bad because the truth is if he didn't go out of his way to help me,  
I wouldn't of done anything for him. I ride past this guy all the time and never even think twice! 

Really knocked me off my high horse! 
Even tho we sit around with all our materialistic needs and pass judgment,  

this dude has something that none of us can buy! 
I guess what I'm trying to say is thanks for the lesson in humanity champ! 
 

Jesse blessed Tony. Tony blessed Jesse. That’s what it’s all about. 
There’s an old saying that Christianity is something caught, not taught. 

The best way to catch and be caught is to love and be loved. 
The best way to love is follow Jesus, to walk where he walked, 

touch who he touched, welcome who he welcomed, 
and bless who he blessed, which were rarely the winners.  

But catching Christianity means we also challenge what Jesus challenged: 
we challenge a culture that gets its way by raining fire down on its neighbors, 

and especially we are to challenge ourselves to repent of our own selfish impulses,  
to leave behind all that hinders us so that we may follow Jesus’s call to us  

with all that we are, all that we have, all of the time, blessing others, 
and so becoming fit for the Kingdom of God. 

************************************************************************************************** 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful 

to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

1 KINGS 19:15–16, 19–21 
The Lord said to him, “Go back through the desert to Damascus and anoint Hazael as king of Aram. Also anoint 

Jehu as king of Israel; and anoint Elisha to succeed you as prophet.  
So Elijah departed from there and found Elisha. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him. Elisha was 

with the twelfth yoke. Elijah met up with him and threw his coat on him. Elisha immediately left the oxen and ran 
after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and my mother,” Elisha said, “then I will follow you.”  

Elijah replied, “Go! I’m not holding you back!” Elisha turned back from following Elijah, took the pair of oxen, and 
slaughtered them. Then with equipment from the oxen, Elisha boiled the meat, gave it to the people, and they ate 
it. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and served him. 

 

PSALM 16 
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people. 
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But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 
Their libations of blood I will not offer, nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. 
I have set the lord always before me; because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 

GALATIANS 5:1, 13–25 
Christ has set us free for freedom. Therefore, stand firm and don’t submit to the bondage of slavery again. 
You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only don’t let this freedom be an opportunity to indulge your 

selfish impulses, but serve each other through love. All the Law has been fulfilled in a single statement: Love your 
neighbor as yourself. But if you bite and devour each other, be careful that you don’t get eaten up by each other! 

I say be guided by the Spirit and you won’t carry out your selfish desires. A person’s selfish desires are set against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit is set against one’s selfish desires. They are opposed to each other, so you shouldn’t do 
whatever you want to do. But if you are being led by the Spirit, you aren’t under the Law. The actions that are 
produced by selfish motives are obvious, since they include sexual immorality, moral corruption, doing whatever 
feels good, idolatry, drug use and casting spells, hate, fighting, obsession, losing your temper, competitive 
opposition, conflict, selfishness, group rivalry, jealousy, drunkenness, partying, and other things like that. I warn 
you as I have already warned you, that those who do these kinds of things won’t inherit God’s kingdom. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against things like this. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the self with its 
passions and its desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit.   
 

LUKE 9:51–62 
As the time approached when Jesus was to be taken up into heaven, he determined to go to Jerusalem. He sent 

messengers on ahead of him. Along the way, they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his arrival, but the 
Samaritan villagers refused to welcome him because he was determined to go to Jerusalem. When the disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to consume them?” But 
Jesus turned and spoke sternly to them, and they went on to another village. 

As Jesus and his disciples traveled along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and the birds in the sky have nests, but the Human One has no place to lay his 

head.” 
Then Jesus said to someone else, “Follow me.” 
He replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead. But you go and spread the news of God’s kingdom.” 
Someone else said to Jesus, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-bye to those in my house.” 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand on the plow and looks back is fit for God’s kingdom.” 
 

SERMON HYMN: Will You Come and Follow Me? 
 

BLESSING: Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you 
unconditionally. Go in peace to follow the Way of Jesus, and as you journey, the blessing of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, be with you now and always. 


