
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Church of the Good Shepherd has gone through much change in the last year. Not only have you
completed a search and called a new Rector, but there have been other staff changes, travel restrictions, and of
course, Covid-19. And yet, through all of the uncertainty, we are still here, a faithful community steeped in the
Love of God, and empowered to be a beacon of hope in the World. Though things look a little different we are
still growing together in Christ.  

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing.”- John 15:5

At The Church of the Good Shepherd, we strive to be like branches of the vine, bearing good fruit within our
walls, our community, and beyond. This work happens in so many ways, from worshiping in community (both
in-person and online) to studying and being spiritually formed, to being involved in the many outreach
ministries of this parish. The fruit that we bear makes an impact on our church and our community, and our
faith leads us to continue this good work together for years to come.  

To continue this work though, we need each of you. 

As we begin our fall programming for all ages and we look forward to welcoming many in our congregation
home to beautiful Dunedin soon, we are also beginning to look at our 2022 Church Budget. In order to have an
accurate picture of projected income as we prayerfully assemble a budget, we have decided to shift our Annual
Pledge Campaign to the fall as we look toward the next year with joy, anticipation, and Faith in our Future. 

Since my first zoom conversation with the search committee at the end of last year, it has been clear to me that
the past year or two have not stopped this congregation from being branches of the Vine that bear good fruit,
and I have no doubt that will continue with God’s help. This knowledge makes me honored to serve Christ
alongside each of you.

The Annual Pledge Campaign will run from October 24th to November 14th but I invite you to start now, by
praying about the ways in which God is calling you to give your time, talent, and treasure next year.  

I also hope you will join us for the Stewardship kick-off celebration on October 24th. The kick-off celebration
will be outdoors after both the 8am and 10am Sunday Services.  

The Church of the Good Shepherd is an incredible place with many gifts to share.
I hope you will join your Stewardship Committee, Vestry, and me by giving generously,
with Faith in our Future.

Blessings,

The Rev Whitney Burton, Rector
Church of the Good Shepherd
Dunedin, Florida
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