
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Dunedin, Florida

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting July 24, 2019

Members Present: Pastor Becky Robbins-Penniman, Deacon Cindy Roehl, Dan Depies, 
Cheryl Sharpe, Joe Nixon, Jim Ratliff, Bill Blizzard, John Russotto, Phil Beauchamp, Pat 
Cates (clerk).
: 
Members Absent: Robyn Harker, Diane Niford

I.  Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order by Pastor Becky Robbins-Penniman at 6:27PM.

II. Opening Devotions and Spiritual Journey
 Opening devotion and spiritual journey was given by Phil Beauchamp.

III. Information

A.  Mark Your Calendars
 August 16:  Parish Game Night
 August 19:  Dawn Esse begins training as new Parish Administrator
 August 24:  Stewardship Workshop—9:00AM to 3:00PM @ DaySpring
 August 25:  Jan Cote Going Away Gala
 August 28:  Vestry Meeting @ 6:30PM

IV. Decision

A.  Consent Items
 June 26, 2019 Regular minutes--approve
 Nursery Door Replacement—approve contract proposal as 

recommended by B & G and Finance Committee
 Handout #2 (front page)
 A motion was made by Cheryl Sharpe to approve the Consent Items; 

seconded by Phil Beauchamp
 approved

 V. Discussion

A. Peace Park
 Dan Depies gave an update on the Peace Park Task Force
 Handout #3
 Dan gave a brief recap of the Task Force’s activities which began in 

2016.



 There have been short term, medium and long term plans
 Short term plans have been implemented—overflow parking 

agreement with the City of Dunedin and revenue generating through 
the Parking Lot Team

 The Task Force has been looking at long term plans and a number of 
ideas for the use of Peace Park have been discussed.

 Based upon input from the congregation it was determined that selling 
the property is not an option at this point.

 The Task Force is looking for ways that the property can generate 
income for the parish.

 The Parking Lot Team and the contract with the City have generated 
approximately $22K on income.

 The current value of the property is between $700K and $800K
 Building on the property is not an option at this time.
 Dan highlighted the last four bullets in the handout and the final 

sentence:
 The one conclusion that the group could agree on is that we learned a 

lot and are in much better position to develop the lot when the time and 
circumstances make sense.

 At the present time this is no obvious path for the Task Force to move 
forward with the property, but it is anticipated that changes in the City 
of Dunedin may shed light on future uses.

 There was a concern that the participants in the Parking Lot Team may 
experience burnout with the number of events that are worked.

 Joe Nixon responded that he did not feel this would happen with the 
persons currently serving on his team.

 Joe added that the demand for parking use of this lot will probably 
increase over the next three years.

B. Title Search of Church Property
 Pastor Becky gave a report of title searches in conjunction with the 

discussion on Peace Park.
 There are parishioners who are questioning any changes being made 

to Peace Park citing that there were conditions placed when the land 
(Albert Street lot) was originally purchased.

 In 2014 there was a title search of public records completed on the 
parish property.  These searches were informal.

 Among those papers are deeds and maps related to the Rectory and 
south lawn (1992), Church buildings (1963), the sexton’s house and 
the Albert Street lot.

 According to the deeds that were found during this search there are no 
limitations on how the congregation can use the Albert Street lot.

 John Freeborn, who did the 2014 public records search, stated that a 
title search needs to be completed.



 Jan Cote provided Joe Nixon with a detailed packet of information 
relative to the Albert Street lot which included the original committee 
reports done in 1973 and 1974.

 The lot was purchased free and clear for $78K.
 Joe will send the information packet to the members and encouraged 

everyone to read the reports.
 The discussion on Peace Park will continue at the next meeting and a 

determination will be made at some point as to whether a detailed title 
search will need to be made.

C.  FAST Program
 Pastor Becky led the discussion of the FAST Program which was 

continued from the June meeting
 She informed the Vestry that over the years the parish has been a 

member of a number of organizations (who have agendas) including 
the Chamber of Commerce, Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Daughters of 
the King and the St. Luke Healing Society.

 A fee is/was paid to be a member of these organizations
 The Diocese and Michael Curry both support FAST
 There was a concern that FAST was asking for a considerable fee and 

what should be done if another organization approaches the parish 
about joining.

 Pastor Becky responded that any group which seeks support of the 
parish has to go before the Vestry.

 This led to a lengthy period of mutual invitation.
 There were comments both for and against membership in FAST.
 Joe Nixon, Miriam Benitez-Nixon and Nancy Downs will continue to 

have conversations and will put together a plan for later in the year.
 When they have finished their work, the FAST Program will be placed 

on the Discussion Agenda for future consideration.

VI. Planning

A. Stewardship Workshop: Who wants to go?
 Handout #4 “Stewardship Workshop”
 Cheryl Sharpe and Joe Nixon will be going
 Pastor Becky is going to see if she can rearrange her schedule so she 

can attend.
 Judy Warner will be the new Stewardship Chair but cannot attend as 

she will still be in Wisconsin.

B.  Jan Cote’s Going Away Gala
 Jan’s last Sunday is August 25.
 There will be an announcement in the Weekly of her retirement but not 

a Mission Moment.



 The planning team consists of Cheryl Sharpe, Carol Beauchamp, 
Sandy and Frank Kneen and Sherry Boothe.

 A request will be sent out to the members who wish to contribute to a 
financial gift for Jan.

 Monies for this gift will not go through the parish books.

C. New Member Social—when is next one?

 It was consensus that Invite, Welcome and Connect should take the 
lead on the new member socials

 Pastor Becky clarified the levels of membership:  Member, Associate 
Member and Friend (other active)

VII. Closing Devotions – 
 The closing devotion was given by Phil Beauchamp

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:31PM

Respectfully Submitted,

C. Pat Cates
Clerk


