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- SERMON –

So often we talk about Thomas.  Or as we most often hear him called, ““Doubting Thomas”.  
And there’s something about his story that I always wonder about.

As we just read, on the first day of the week the disciples are gathered together and the Bible 
says, “Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.”

I do have to take a side road for a minute whenever I talk about this event and ask, do you know 
what “perfect vision” is?  It’s 20-20, right.  I always have to smile when I read this sentence 
because we are in the Gospel of John Chapter 20 verse 20 (John 20:20) and we read, “Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they “saw the Lord”.  Perfect vision, “they saw the Lord” in John 20:20.”  
Okay, I’ll get back to my message…  

Anyway, a couple sentences later it says, “But Thomas …, one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So, the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.’”  So he is called Doubting Thomas.

Let’s start with the fact that when Jesus appeared to the disciples in the room, Thomas wasn’t 
there.  When it says he wasn’t there, it simply says he wasn’t there.  We don’t know why.  We 
fill in the blanks.  We think - maybe he wasn’t there because Jesus had been crucified and he was 
ashamed to be identified with the others, or - maybe he was running an errand.  After all, the 
other disciples were not exactly full of faith.  The Bible says they had the doors locked for fear of 
the Jews.  Even though they had heard that Jesus was risen, they still had to live with the reality 
that they represented a threat to the Jewish council who represented the Jewish establishment of 
the day.  

In other words, the disciples were glad to hear about Jesus’ resurrection, but didn’t understand 
what that all meant and were still in fear of the Jews.  

So, you can be really happy about something, but distracted about something else.  Somebody 
asks, “How are you doing?” You say, “I’m good”, but that’s not ALL you are.  You are good in 
that particular area you chose to disclose at that moment.  

Thomas wasn’t there.  The only difference between Thomas and Peter is that Peter got to see 
Jesus when he showed up.  Peter didn’t have a greater faith than Thomas, he just had a different 



experience.  I believe, if any of the other disciples had been in his same situation, they would 
have had his same doubt.  And I have to repeat the words that the reading says of his first 
appearance to them, “Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord.”  But Thomas wasn’t there.

We shouldn’t judge people about where they are if we don’t know where they started.  Maybe 
Thomas wasn’t there because he was scared, or maybe he just struggled with punctuality.  
Maybe he was late.  Maybe instead of being “Doubting Thomas”, he was just “Tardy Thomas”.

We do have a tendency of labeling, don’t we?  It helps us accommodate our assumptions if we 
can label something.

You know how I think Jesus would call him?  How would Jesus call him?  What would Jesus 
call the one who wasn’t there?  What would Jesus call the one for whom he came back a week 
later to make a special guest appearance to – he thought so much of him that he showed back up.  
Maybe Jesus would call him “Honest Thomas”.  Because what he said makes sense.  He said, 
“I’ve got to see it for myself”.  So, what he said wasn’t, “I won’t believe”, he said, “I won’t 
believe unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were and put 
my hand into his side”.

You know, they had actually labeled Jesus.  They had known Jesus mostly as the healer and 
when he died, they thought it was all over.  They only knew a part of who He was.  

Thomas had already seen so much.  John says Jesus did so much we couldn’t write it all down.  
Going back to the reading it says, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are NOT written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 
in his name.”  And he includes seven of them.  Interesting that there’s seven.  Seven is the 
number of perfection, right? 

I can’t help but think of when Moses asked God, “Who are you?”  God said, “I AM”.  As if to 
say, “You don’t have time for me to tell you ALL that I am.  Because the moment I tell you 
exactly what I am, you will label me.  And the moment you label me, you will limit me.”

What if the God that you’ve heard about is only a sliver of who He really is?  People will 
describe God in many ways.  For instance, they’ll say that God is a healer, but then someone you 
love will die.  And to assume that He’s not as powerful as you thought He was, because He 
didn’t do what you thought He would do misses the entire basis of true faith.  Our problem is, 
just like we do to Thomas, we do to God.  We want to define people, and even define God, and 
even define ourselves by our worse moment.  

We have to have enough faith to say, “God, I thought you were a healer, but that’s not all you 
are.”  “I thought you were the one to keep it from happening, but that’s not all you are!”



So, we’re just like Jesus.  His Father could have stopped Him from going to the cross.  Even 
Jesus said, “I could call a legion of angels and they would rescue me.”  And they thought He was 
a king.  He is.  He’s also a carpenter.  He’s also Resurrection and Life.  He’s also the one who 
welcomes us into Glory when our time comes.  Even when it comes earlier than someone 
thought it should.

So, let’s bring this home.  Is there someone on whom you may have placed a label? Which in 
your mind, limits their ability to be more than what you see in your label of them?  

And going further than this, you can probably focus on a part of what you are and what you’re 
not, based on the experience that you’ve had, not on the potential that you carry.  And then we 
see someone step out of the category that we’ve placed them in from the labels we’ve given them 
(he’s too old, he’s just a teenager, she’s “just” a woman, [ohh, don’t get me started])!  It’s better 
if we put the word “but” after:  He’s too old, but…  He’s just a teenager, but…  She’s a woman, 
but…

You can limit people with a label.  Whatever we think that person is, is simply based on what we 
know of that person, but that’s not all they are.  

A Japanese mountaineer, Yuichiro Miura, had a history of heart problems, but climbed Mount 
Everest when he was 70 and then again at 75, and reached the peak of Mount Everest on 
Thursday, May 29, 2013 at 80 years old.  We could certainly have labeled him.  He’s got heart 
problems.  He’s too old.  But…  at 80 years old?

Whenever we consider what our stopping point is of what we CAN be, we need to remember to 
factor in that the limitless God who says “my name is I AM and I will not be confined by one 
category”, that God is living on the inside of you.  

We may say, “If He was going to do it, He would have done it by now.”  Well, maybe He wants 
to do something different.  So instead, we can say, “God, I expected you to be this in my life.  
But what I thought you were is not all you are, so the message of Easter is just like the tomb.  Be 
open to what God has for you, and don’t limit Him or yourself.  

Maybe God wants us to unlearn the limitations we’ve put on ourself. And stop thinking that it 
had to be on one particular schedule.

So how do we deal with Thomas?  I can imagine him thinking, “I’ve already seen him walk on 
water.  I’ve already seen him feed the hungry crowds.  I’ve already seen him open blind eyes.  
But I never saw Him die before.”  And the experience of the cross would be enough to confuse 
any of us.  Jesus comes back to see Thomas, and it’s as if he says, “I know you know me as the 
Healer, I know you know me as the one who opened the man’s blind eyes, I know you’ve known 
me in this season of your life as this, and as that, and I know you think that what you’ve seen is 
all there is, “… but blessed are those who have not seen, and still believe.”  



“Jesus said to him, ‘Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” 
One commentator said that this statement from Thomas is the most powerful expression of faith 
in any Gospel account.  

What do you take from the fact that the most powerful expression of faith was uttered from the 
mouth of the disciple with the greatest doubt?  I think it means that, even though you might be a 
sceptic sometimes, that’s not all you are.  And even though you might have messed up in your 
life at some point, that’s not all you are. 

This is the decision of Easter.  This is the decision of every day.  To allow God to be God, in our 
lives, without limitations.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Amen!


